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Michael Penfold is Associate Director at the Andean Development Corporation in the Vice-presidency for
Development and Public Policy. He holds a Ph.D. from Columbia University specializing in political economy and
public policy. He is also an Associate Professor at the Institute for Administrative Studies (IESA) in Caracas.
He was Executive Director at \Venezuela’s Investment Council. He has an ample international experience as
a consultant in local development and competitiveness programs.

Penfold has published several books as well as articles in international journals such as Journal of Democracy,
Harvard Business Review Latin America, Latin American Politics and Society, Americas Quarterly, among
other. He was a Tinker Fellow at SIPA in 2006-2007 and has taught at Universidad de los Andes in Bogota

and Sciences Po in Paris.
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